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Taylor Independent School District                                    
BUS RIDER’S SAFETY HANDBOOK
2024-2025

Parents and Bus Riders 
The goal of this Bus Rider’s Handbook is to help provide a safe and enjoyable experience for our school bus riders. Parents should take time to read and discuss the material in this handbook with their students. Regular education bussing is not a requirement for any district in Texas therefore riding a school bus is a privilege provided by Taylor ISD and should be treated as such. 
GENERAL SAFETY RULES 
· Students are under the authority of the Taylor Independent School District. Students will follow the instructions of the driver. At no time should a student address the bus driver in a disrespectful manner. 
· Students are required to load and unload the bus at designated stops only. 
· Only students who are eligible to ride may be transported and must ride their assigned bus. 
· Students may not ride on another bus with a friend or family member.  Students are required to ride their assigned bus. 
· It is the responsibility of the parent to provide transportation to school if a child misses the bus. 
· If the student misses the bus 3 consecutive days a phone call from the parent will be required to reinstate service.
· Parents at no time may step onto the school bus.  This is considered Disruption of Public Transportation and is a Class C Misdemeanor.
· Drivers and School Officials are not responsible for items left on the bus.

PROCEDURES FOR WAITING ON THE BUS 
· Be at your bus stop five minutes before your scheduled pick-up time. The driver cannot wait or honk for riders. 
· The driver may not pick-up students unless they are at their designated bus stop. 
· Stand on the sidewalk or stand back from the roadway while waiting for the bus. 
· When you see the bus, form a line and prepare to load immediately. 
· Stand clear of the bus until it comes to a complete stop. 
· Students who miss the bus should return home immediately. 
· Parents should instruct their children on what procedures to follow if the bus is missed. 
· The school bus is an extension of the classroom therefore students must abide by the school rules and regulations concerning conduct and dress code.

LOADING THE BUS 
1. Do not push or shove.
2. Use handrail and steps appropriately.
3. Go to your assigned seat. The bus will not move until all students are seated and if equipped seatbelts on.

CONDUCT ON THE BUS 
· Each student will be expected to remain seated for the duration of the trip and remain seated until the door opens. 

· Students will remain in their seat until instructed otherwise by the driver. Being out of your seat is a serious safety violation 

· A student shall not refuse to sit in an assigned seat or deny another student a place to sit. 

· Normal conversation is permitted; loud noises may distract the driver, causing unsafe conditions. 

· Scuffling, fighting, the use of obscene, vulgar or profane language or gestures is strictly prohibited and may constitute immediate loss of riding privileges. 

· Aggressive behavior toward the driver or other students is strictly prohibited and may result in a loss of riding privileges. 

· Do not spit or throw any object inside or outside the bus. 

· Do not mark, cut or scratch any part of the bus. Vandalism fines will be paid by the person or persons who are responsible. Bus privileges will be revoked until the fines are paid. The emergency door and exit controls should be used by pupils only during supervised drills or actual emergencies. 

· Students shall face forward for the duration of the trip, keeping their feet on the floor in front of them and out of the aisle. 

· Students will not extend any part of their body or extend any article out of the window whether the bus in motion or not. 

· Cellular devices are permissible if they are kept at a low noise level and not distracting to driver.  Please note profanity is not allowed and can lead to disciplinary action. 

· All buses are equipped with audio and video equipment. Tampering with this equipment may result in a loss of riding privileges.

We would like you to share with you our latest SCHOOL BUS SAFETY addition. This year for the safety of everyone we have included new buses into our fleet that are equipped with seat belts. To assure the safety of all occupants on board, EVERYONE is required to wear a seat belt. (NO EXCEPTION - SAFETY FIRST).
POLICY/LAW:
TEC CHAPTER 34: SEC.34.013  
A school district shall require a student riding a bus operated by or contracted for operation by the district to wear a seat belt if the bus is equipped with seat belts for all passengers on the bus. A school district may implement a disciplinary policy to enforce the use of seat belts by students.
USAGE POLICY:
All personnel riding a school bus in Taylor ISD that is equipped with seat belts for all the passengers will/must be worn when the bus is in motion.
TRAINING:
The driver will instruct each passenger/student on the proper use of the seat belts. This will consist of how to properly buckle the seat belt, and unbuckle routinely, and in the event of an evacuation.

   For the safety of all. It is the responsibility of the driver to enforce rules on the bus. Each case will be viewed and shared with campus principals that may warrant disciplinary actions.

CONSEQUENCES FOR SEAT BELT VIOLATIONS
1st failure or refusal to wear a seat belt. WARNING (Verbal or Written)
2nd failure or refusal to wear a seat belt. Written Conduct Report
3rd failure or refusal to wear a seat belt. 3 days’ suspension or Consultation with Principal and parents notified
4th failure or refusal to wear a seat belt. Suspended from riding the bus for extended period of time, until an agreement can be reached between parents, guardians, principals and Director of Transportation.

**The appropriate law enforcement agency may be called in regarding any disruptions of Transportation.

EXITING THE BUS
· Stay seated until the bus is completely stopped. 
· Use the handrail and take one step at a time when exiting the bus. 
· Wait your turn to leave the bus. Pushing and crowding will only slow exiting and may cause an accident. 
· No student may get off at a stop other than their own, unless the driver has received an official bus permit from the student’s campus. 
· If any article drops or rolls near or under the bus, do not go after it. Go to the door of the bus and ask the driver for assistance. 
· Elementary students 2nd grade and younger must have a parent, approved adult or sibling 16 or older present at the bus stop in order for the younger student to be released from the bus. If no adult or sibling is present, or if the parent or approved adults cannot be contacted, the student(s) will be returned to their home campus for pick up. 
· Every driver has a roster of their students and their listed bus stops to assist in drop-off verification. 

CROSSING THE STREET OR HIGHWAY
· All students living on the left side of the roadway shall exit the bus, move to a point 10-12 feet in front of the right bumper, and wait for the driver to signal that it is safe to cross. 
· Check in both directions and walk directly across the road. 
· Never cross behind the bus. 
· CAUTION! Be alert for vehicles that do not stop when the bus is loading and unloading students. 

Drivers, monitors and/or school officials are not responsible for articles left on the bus. 

DROP OFF LOCATIONS / EXCEPTIONS
Education Code 34.007 states that upon determining eligibility for transportation services, a school district may allow a parent/guardian to designate one of the following locations instead of the child’s residence as the regular location for purposes of obtaining transportation under the system to and from the child’s school, if the location is an approved stop on an approved route:
A licensed, certified or registered child-care facility,
The residence of a grandparent of the child.
Your child is eligible to ride a school bus to a licensed childcare facility or his/her grandparent’s home if it’s with the attendance zone of the campus he/she attends.

ACCIDENTS OR EMERGENCIES 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In case of emergency/accident parents should not come to the accident site to pick up their student.  They will not be released to anyone until law enforcement has fully accounted for everyone and cleared the bus for release.  The transportation department will get your student school/home once cleared to continue on route.
· Follow the bus driver’s instructions. 
· If students must leave the bus, stay in a group. 
· The following procedures will be used for evacuation in an emergency situation: 
A. The student nearest the door will open the door and hold it open. 
B. Leave the bus in a single file as quickly and as quietly as possible. 
C. Evacuation will start with the student chosen by the driver. 
D. Once outside the bus, follow the driver’s instructions. 

EXTRA CURRICULAR TRIPS 
Bus rider rules apply to all school sponsored events. Discipline on the bus will be the responsibility of the school principal, trip sponsor, or coach. The bus must be cleaned when returned from the trip. 
VIDEO AND AUDIO EQUIPMENT 
Video cameras will be used on each bus. Videos will be viewed by only the Director of Transportation, School Principals, and Administration Personnel. Video tapes or copies will not be released from the Transportation Department except to the Police Department upon request. 
                                       PROHIBITED ITEMS
· Tobacco, drugs, or drug paraphernalia, matches, cigarette lighters, vapes, etc.
· Live animals, reptiles, or insects. 
· Glass containers. 
· Alcoholic beverages. 
· Weapons, explosives (such as fireworks), ammunition of any kind, Taser, knives, pepper spray, no guns of any sort, laser pens or pointers. Any unsheathed pointed article(s) or object(s) that could be considered dangerous to the safety of the students and the driver i.e. metal rod, broomstick, PVC pipe etc… 
· Students will keep the aisle clear. Any articles too large to be held in the student’s lap or imposes on others will not be allowed on the bus. Examples: School projects, band instruments larger than a trombone, & sporting equipment Student should not eat on the school bus. 

SCHOOL BUS DISCIPLINE 
The school bus is an extension of the classroom. All rules that apply in the classroom apply to the bus. The discipline will be administered by the Principal. All school board policies that apply to student conduct and other student related activities apply to the school bus. Level and consequences for improper conduct on the bus include the following: 
LEVEL 1 CONDUCT BEHAVIORS: 
• Very loud talking, screaming 
• Using inappropriate language 
• Speaking in a way that teases, hurts or harasses others 
• Failure to keep the bus clean 
• Eating or drinking on the bus without the permission of the driver (water is permitted) 
• Failure to follow the bus driver’s instructions when they are given 

CONSEQUENCES OF LEVEL 1 CONDUCT VIOLATIONS: 
• Warning (written or verbal) 
• (Assigned to another seat, campus consequence) 
• Move to level II consequence 

The Principal, at their discretion, may increase the consequence of any level of misconduct. 

LEVEL 2 CONDUCT BEHAVIORS: 
• Failure to be seated when the bus is moving 
• Failure to keep hands, head or feet inside the bus 
• Throwing any object inside the bus or out of the bus 
• Vandalizing the bus or others personal property 
• Extremely distracting noise or action 
• Spraying perfume/cologne/body spray or other fragrances that may induce asthma symptoms 
• Continuing Level I behavior 

CONSEQUENCES OF LEVEL 2 CONDUCT VIOLATIONS: 
• 1st referral – up to 3 days’ bus riding suspension 
• 2nd referral – up to a 5-day bus riding suspension 
• 3rd referral – 5 days’ bus riding suspension 
• 4th referral – 10-day bus riding suspension 
• 5th referral – semester suspension, until the end of current semester (booster seat may be required if the student is refusing to stay seated) 



*VANDALISM: If a student vandalizes a seat (ripping, tearing, cutting, drawing, punching holes).  There will be a fee of $100 assessed per seat as restitution for the damages. Any student can have their transportation privileges revoked immediately until the restitution is paid. The 2nd occurrence of same act can result in permanent loss of bus privileges. 
If a student breaks a glass they will need to pay to replace.  Location of the glass determines cost which will be between $135-$535 per glass. Any student can have their transportation privileges revoked immediately until the restitution is paid. The 2nd occurrence of same act can result in permanent loss of bus privileges. 

The Principal, at their discretion, may increase the consequence of any level of misconduct. 

[footnoteRef:1]LEVEL 3 CONDUCT BEHAVIOR (possession, distribution or use of the following)  [1:  Reviewed 7/24/2024 (CC)] 

• Weapons of any kind 
• Matches, lighters, fireworks 
• Controlled substance, including drugs, alcohol, tobacco & vapes 
• Hitting, punching, kicking or physically assaulting driver, bus attendant or student 
• Tampering with the audio / visual equipment on any bus or district vehicle 
• Any type of lewd behavior including sexual acts, exposing of body parts, sharing inappropriate content with others, or any type of sexual harassment 

CONSEQUENCES OF LEVEL 3 CONDUCT VIOLATIONS: 
The Transportation Department will enter a Bus Safety Referral which may result in a bus riding suspension of up to a full calendar year (to be determined by the Principal). It is important to note that disciplinary action may begin with any level depending on the severity of the violation. It is the responsibility of the driver to enforce these rules. Any driver refusing to do so, will be subject to reprimand. 
The transporting of our students by a school bus is the safest form of travel on the road.  Taylor ISD trust our drivers to provide safe, professional, and as efficient transportation as possible.  Along with our students following the rule and guidelines of this handbook, will provide a safe and enjoyable year.

Contact Information
Contact us at 512-365-5584 if more information is needed.
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